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The Call Comes, the Ambulances Dash
Out Into the Night on Their Peril-

ous Trip to Firs

t Line Trenches

S
Some of the finest acts of heroism in the Kreat war are
formed by the young Americans, college men for the

are driving ambulances in France.

beiny per-
_ most part, who
William T. Martin, who has been

writing so interestingly of trench life in France. was one of them. He

lived their life, shared their dangers, and here he tells their

By WILLIAM T. MARTIN.

T HE volces of the men as they sit

around the long, cleanly spread

table in the weil appointed
room  become  Indistinet against the
dn outside whilch shakea the house,
As they talk louder the nose 2rows

o volume and becomes a confusion o)

deep roars, distant erashes, sharp
explosions nearer at hand and thiag
that wo shrieking by overhead {n the
French
tomoardments of the German trenches |

of oo past fow weeks, The men, lis- |

one of the intermittent

it as

temine for a momest for the sharp
tearing «rashes denoting a reply from
the other =ide and hearing nothing,

long a= this continues
few wounded on ther |
cand the dianer goes on,

With the exception of two or three
men now threading thelr \\.|‘,'_thl"u‘ll-!h,

wy thatl so
wire Wil be
OwWn s {«

the BlacKkness to the trenches in an- |
swer to A call received some time ago
the gathering represents the ambm-

corpg for the =ector, which In-

< 2even miles of some of the most
contested trench front in France

The malority of the corps are Amerls |

it Fhey are all young men; some |
with | (essiond, others from college !
or siness back home

Uefore the war a German family
ved bere, a famibly of distinetion, ap-
parentlyt and wealth It seems as
though the Germans Lave spmred the

or it now stands almost
ips of ruing on all sides within
mile of the German trenches
third floor the hiinds remain
wiched and movement is restricted
Germans, from the top of the hill
look over and sed

Aalone

onn what is happens-
ni
soveral shella have fallen in the
Furaen o front and as o colseguence
the room next to the dining room is in
ns The men find consolation in

ng the shel

s W

i intended for
ddiers and equipment

going along

the re

ad to the trenches that passes by

the house,
Although the Ving  room  fiees
away from the ches the shutters
are ciosed, heavy curtains are drawn

nd every precaution is tuken to
the danger of a ray of light
outsdde

While the men talk the tinkle of the
vil above the door connected with the
telephone  in the  barricaded  office

downstairs  suddenly sounds  and o«
French orderly answers the telephone
and runs upstairs with a call for two
cars, Five seriously wounded, he says

At A certain trench post near the end

of the sector,

The two men next out have an thele
coatm already and are on their way to
their cars in the vard. It s a bad call |
in the dead of nizht, for the road leads
A mile or 8o under the very hoses of
the guns now hurling destruction
tha Germans and the men

by

at ‘
know the

Germans might return the fire any |
minute,

Outside, the two fumble around to
crank their cars and then are off

From a world of soft lights, reminis-
cences and friends, they find them- |
Felves {n utter darkness and are un-
ahle to see their hands on the whpnlw}
Tiroush the din, other nojses, the rat- |

r of chains, wheels creaking,

ma up from all

Bevm

sides of the cars

Vooos, an oceasional shrill “Atten- |
ton’” and maledictions go through the |
r ke the whistling of the shells as |

ns hire and there come together,
v ig lttle restriction on noise now,
the Germans are unable to hear,
The driver {n the lead finds the
rizhit of the road by brushing the
wheols of his car against a curb, for
there was once a town here, and
waning forward with bulging eves
&nd enrs strained, runs along slowly
With muscies drawn ready to stop in-
Blantiy at the first sound that might
something in front. (ccagion-
almoest perjodically, he blows long
¥ the horn, as a =hip in a

denote

18 or

story.
>
lery wagons deawn by elx oo elght
panting horscs and maddened pmlota

M ofront dasa by hoth waye with fresh

suppllies of shells for th guns
Kovpaik 1o tie rond and avolding
voliision ® now lirgely o matter of

Instinct and lues. The fusiaes of the
RUns  play strange tricke with the
Vislon of the driver and the roar of

lOns P eee n h viad,
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Cellar connected with trenches,

It seoms as though all the guns in the |
sector were being det off at the =ame

time, with the deep, crashing reso-
nance of the big guns, the 220 mor-
tars, the low swish of their shells,

taking several seconds to land, their
thunder crush: the innumerable re-
ports of the smaller guns, the sharper
shricks and the penetrating erashes |
of their shells tearing apart the (Ger- !
man trenches and the splittng reports

erted, prepared Inv practice not
Cosurprised ot
sOome
sharp voiee
see nothing.
he hears
heavy chains and an
e of something ereat
bearing
troilable momentum

only safe place for the wounded.

As he continues, every facul'y ox-
1o be
might hanpen
one shouts "Attention'” in o
He Jooks ahend but ean
Then above the

rapid

wWhatever

the

el lrres stihte

down on him with uncon

-

L/

ITIH the approval of Secretary
of the Treasury McAdoo, an-

of the 75 2 exploding just along He ecannot turn to the pleht. for
the edge of the road fthere are many wago ns. «o

The canvis body of the cap shakes | his might he swerves to the 1% half
and the driver's hands eclutech the ! expecting the car to g0 aver an on
wheel tighter. Were the Germans (0] hankment he knows to be somew hepe
fire at the batteries now the loss of | st thig part of the road.  Instantlv 1)
 life would be terrific [ thing, drawn Yy will, ungoverns

The road now passes along the third | horses, dashes by with i sie ening rat
line trenches and s shadowed fr-'-| tle and bumping, missing the am
quentiy by woods still standing. The | lance 0 narrowly that the el ver
glare of the rockets over the trees and | s felt the danger as though of 4 hot
the flushes of the pourding guns L‘:\rl gust of air first lne
a weird effect to the «llent hundreds Little by little the wiagons (Hsnores | of i
marching up on the right and the Jong | through the woolds to the various hat The
lines of straining horses drawing the | teries. They take roads changed dav  fire
heavy transports to guns further on. | hy day to eounteract the ranee deg. 1)
In that long silent mass the driver has | lationg of the Germans.  The driver f
nuny friends. A< he passes he hears | inds himself practieally alone escopt " 1
the words, “"Americain”™ and  “Vive | for the plodding musses of troops [t 1w 1
I"'Amerique.” It shows the enthu- very near the trenches now for lareos
siasm of the French for the Ameri- | above ground waork The flushes of | froguent
can., rifles and trenades exploding in the | into ot
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Neutrality' Squad of the New York (
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American ambulance

the trenches.

drivers unloading wounded back ot
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Intrepid Young American Drivers Scoft

at German Shells

as They Hurry to

Salvage War's Human Wreckage

(18 1o avoid attructing the attention
| of the Germuans, only serecned
;llllﬂht by the blackness. Freguentiy
a rifle budl pings pust the car nx some
German  shooting  at  the  French
trenches holde his rifle too high Dur-
Ing an attack here it would be impos-
wlble to escape being hit,

Finully, when within a few hundred
feot of the first line, they pull upat an-
other mound along the road and the
car 8 gquietly turned around whie
two men carry something over. It
A man on a stretcher: but it i’ too
dark to mee his face. There |Is Just
occasional low  mroan as  the
streteher 18 unavoldably jolted on s
way Into the car, A hand & ralsed

and a volce pleads, “Have mercy and

Ko slowly.”
“It s very bad, be quick,” the bran-

' cardiers tell the driver as he steers his

car back to the place where he can
start the engine

A8 he comes to the pext post e

Trench ambulance workers must brave poison gas 2

as bullets.

ustom
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Clubhouse

la

whoprs

T horoughly

Bomb proof cabin offers first haven for the suffering.

call

ver tha
Windnesday
worformiands

It nouncement hias been made
i oo ATOULION X0 ot the organisation in New Yorl by|
4 Sc seoid Singshup, FHoman . Tl Supviyoe & ‘ha‘thi-_\' may occupy their leisure in a tajns 1
Around a bend in the road and past | Port of the first Roclal Welfare profitable manner while awaiting a4 beon o
.... vdow of a fringe of bulldings, a League In the Federal aepartments.|call to duty is expeeted (o inerease in the jue
:"p W ""r'r}: over the trenches re-| .., ¢ the chief objects of tha league thelr ability to withetand the rigors of vide for
“8 cnough of the road for him to b ‘ (hia- woathir-&o ‘Shish  they are i LUy
Fet Lis bearings and proceed with| '8 to provide comfortable clubrooms sected whils on post, By R
confillenes for a short distance. Here [ where the 350 night Inspectors and Burveyor Rush's announcement of wiichthe
there t5 an octrol, a toll station hefore Sistome mUards. who hasie Deen oxers|the establiahiment of the it sonel Birmitin
:“. ,“,‘.':, :;:1"'“'!:‘; Z:Irxlpr:::;'m::':in:: clsing unusual vigilance In preventing |
that the endless stream of wagons | Violations of the neutrality laws may
row on the march up shall take the | occupy their leisure time in reading,
Tc-r- exposed road to the left, playing poul, checkers, chess and dom-
th 'il‘.-*r"‘: :.-,-2.:1.:;3:-:4 n;;t:,::]l‘,:nd"m_'}__ imoea, and indulging in friendly con-
Epread death at all hours almost, 1'-!,; tests for which prizes will be offered.
Lerans hers are sure of the range Not only will the Soclal \\.'n-lmrc-;
:".‘1 know the equipment must puui League henctit the 350 neutrality |
4 point on 1ts way to the trenches | ) X ) i
t . 1 i 0 1 guards, but the total membership may
T even pow pited Wh e C Ly i the 1,636 emplopees making
marrow. AR tha driver passes thic! P the D“T"“ﬂlll‘l. of Q‘::;'jh'lgl;\':'i"::“:;
point his breath comes: quicker ang | ‘Mec—an Increase of ( 1'1.] h "l. hot |
ha half expecta to hear the famillar, | seven 3'.‘“"' Th--rf- afrc-. “'1‘?:- ,,:‘:,,E
nierciless shriek of & shell crashing | rate divisions of activity i-n o l..z'. |
irtn tha road. | and they iL:t°qule inspectors :I'i
He taken the road to the right. The Welkhers (117), gaugers (133, newtrd - |
motor of the ambulance makes iittle | ity guards 1.1;»0!; stampers (36), r-;‘;-m--
noss and will not he heard to-night. | (#0). deputies €5) and Ialmrn.rn ( 9|
Fefors he enters upon the road he | Several of the divisions hm: ma n:
zikzags through narrow olwnlnuni talned separate assoclations r:;tr ullun,
among tall screens of burlap material | tual benefit in the past, h;lt""ﬂ‘vtl:w'
Put there hy the French to cut off | rilsed a class distinetion betwe ei. oo
tha view of the Germans from their mMmen in the different brunches whic
positions on the hill a quarter of | WA8 & bar to beneflcial c«mm-rn'lk.m
mila away. The road here I8 in ex- | An important feature of Burveyor
cellent condition. Tt is hecause of the | Rush's plan for his men is the purl.ll‘i-r
absence of all transy.ris and by the | pation of all the employees of the of-
light of the periodic rockets that the | fice in the same slck and death benefit |
driver is able to make betcer time fund, The Iniportance of this ruutun-l
Passing through the last town up.|is shown by the fact that on retire-
expecting & collislon any Instant as lnem’ they do not recelve Governmentl
he enters the i e of seemingly in- | pensions.
"‘"nf-rnhlnthwa!t'n"tl:l h:nra and ymon The jurisdietion of the Burveyor
fawn up in all positions preparatory | covers 650 miles of uhnro.fr"m. and !
un'rading, he eomes upon the last | many of the men, especially the l'l'wl'ﬂ-i
I of open roead to the trenches, bers of the neutralily squad, who are
A\ 'ong, winding upgrade Is marked | posted In every eoncelvable point in |
Y. dozens of fiashes that shoot out|the Port of New York where an ef-
Winrg the sides as French guns hurl|fort to violate the neutrality Iuwu|
tieir missiles into the German trenches, | might he made, are exposed to the |
Fending up deafening, head-splitting | hardships of winter weather with
crashes, The way s packed with sol- | sometimes disastrous results to theml-l
dicrs on the march up as though an|selves. The fact that these men wi
tttack is Imminent, and heavy artll- | bave comfortable clubrooma in which
- i
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the was fent ! gops and two mofe steetoher cases fre
ne ag In the daytime the  placed inside, Tust how badly thes:
Linces  remain gome  distance men are hurt he does pot Know, fot
1 the eaver of the woods nothing is sald oxcept A word oF so ns
oy Lare earricd down in | the men are bidden good-hy und g
luck
! 1o this post was The ambulances now n -
s “ house where the long, Lazirdons trip to
W ] It has since heen | geven miles Ve, whete 4 ST
! nostincessant shell ' gieal ald,  The diiver goes over ‘
I the postis now deep under the  ghell holes with all the care at his
I where the o  of the house  command and winces the groans of |
Freviously many of the doctors | the [njured men inside
10 ! were  Killed by the Fortunately the Germans have for
moment cedased to fire t the hiute
1 U 1 ries § ¢ the 1 A 1 W
ex) except for ar mermitts i 1
¥ on and rifle fire in the tr nad t
Thu freaguent (o LI ETR TR0 ] y Oof i
L - U HT ne gun
M dire At the P "t
. i vong %, rae lier. wa f 1 of
- Wi the (dross Y, < !
e ymbalanee pe b g tir 01 kks
i toog Y \ The driver pulls nir ¢ 1 v
t 1 vothie restils man with a fa wiathed
Care ~ Wi I mon- o elim? ,
\ wher (i the w i 1} lier mnt
{ ers Spring | g 10 it oo \
v " o oot W ' |
n of ¢ < fan 1 -
. «. ¢ ' v
1 t " v
' ]q ] )
it ! 1
i1
N v |
' |
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{Lirgep i the white of the handnges e
the  wlood  soaks through and ruome
i.x.n\u over his uniform. [His eyes are
| ®one, he thinks, and something In
{wrong with his mouth. It s his chin,
tprobably, that is miseing, he sayn. He
twas caught in the face by part of an
expivding grenade,

“Dut,” he says, “l can walk, 1 still
have arms, | can hear and it is great

t Know that"
He was too happy before without
knowing it, he ocontlnues, e has

reen lots during those months up thera
and he has no complaint. He thinks
provably of the groaning load inside
and  of the possibility that maybe
chance after all has favored him, He
can =t do lots, he says, to make his

life usefu! Hundreds of others are
in the same gituation, Tt is thus with
the French soldlers

Maost of the wawons the car now

passes are gomg in the same direction,
Ar the driver turns to the left of the
rond to eo by he takes broad chances
in the darkness with possible teams
coming from the other direction Ax
he continues back trees gad bhullidings
EPFing both  sides of rovid
and drivine e dithewi
The driver has developal a Hew 8enEs
At present something scems (o prulde
P that does not exist on the return
when the car s empty. Then again,
almaost  stopse, working his  way
siowly the right, and reaches out
e feel the trees he Knows (o be along
Ll
Muddeniy LTIE e
Fres nothing ut he feels
something in front e

iy o the
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&iile
hWe hears and
there s

wots off and

wilks some distance ahead and runa
into o doad of ratllike bars projecting
from the Yhaek of a wagon. The sharp
ende are an a devel slfehtly  above
that of the radiator of the ambhulance.
Hhad he sone a0 fow feot further the

polnts would have caueht both men on
the sent The wakon =uddenly pro-
eeods aral the driver woeg Lack and
apnin swtarts off . He has had this ex-
perience Several times

Ha at hour later he enters the
town where lights are germitted and

seversl minutes later., guided by the
car'= headlignts, he pulls up at the
surical smbwlance,  Here the traina
wurrive didly to take the wonnded col-
lected e the lust twenty-four hours
to towns i the rear, safe from shell
fire

The tunbulanes represents a group
of tente, somie Wooslen structures and

cks, thelr rear

“«wveral glant motor

erds contected to certain of the tents,
™ whole thing i« arrnnged to be
Peached into t tichs and got under
wauy it few hours

A< the anmtaalunes stops the motop

front end of + of the trucks

I dictely everything is

with lLiaht Inside, doctors

an white uniforms and sevs

rderiies come toward the car.

| driver wives Instructions regard-

conditien of the wounded as
hey are unlogded
Some time Inter, after being passed
several tents, the wounded
{ aperating  room
Two of the
slghts, De-
thev gnash their
nth, 1t is hard
nien They are
tepad votorn bt still they
stand a

ot tables i the

L] 1 SUPKConS,

Vme present horritde
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= when sec-
him cut into
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